196	THE   WORLD   OF   HESIOD
for example). The Catalogue mentions only one city, Athens,
and one captain, Menestheus, in all Attica 1 ; while Sunion
is called " the headland of Athens " by the poet of the Odyssey?
Under the five lords of the Boiotians, by contrast, are enumera-
ted the men of twenty-nine towns, and certainly Attica had
been similarly divided in the Bronze Age. Legends of ancient
wars between Athens and Eleusis,3 or between Theseus and the
Pallantidai of Pallene,4 and of an independent King Kephalos
of Thorikos, 5 find archaeological confirmation ; still in historic
times there was no intermarriage between Pallene and Hagnous 6;
the remains of a palace and of late Minoan domed tombs,
which are surely those of a dynasty of kings, have been found
at Thorikos ; and between Athens and Eleusis a dry stone
wall, in the ancient polygonal style of building, crosses the
three miles of lower ground between Aigaleos and Panics,
guarding the frontier with its face to the west. No occasion
during historic times has been suggested at which it is likely
to have been built. The Tetrapolis of Marathon, also, a designa-
tion which remained long in use for the demes of Marathon,
Trikorythos, Oinoe, and Probalinthos, must be the name of a
pre-Union local alliance ; for polis means not merely a town-
ship but a citadel and place of government.
As early, then, as the very beginning of the Dark Age,
or even in the Heroic Age — " in the time of Theseus," an
Athenian tradition vaguely said — may be placed the process
in virtue of which the country squires of Thorikos and Brauron,
Marathon and Pallene, Rhamnous and Dekeleia, felt them-
selves alike to be citizens of Athens. The Synoikia,7 the feast
of the Union, still in the fifth century commemorated this.
But the state thus formed could and long continued to
expand further. The accession of Eleusis may be as late as
the seventh century ; there is a separate king of Eleusis in
1 II. ii, 546 ft.	2 ZWwov dxpov 'AB^oiv ;  Od. ill, 278.
3 Thk. ii, 15.	* Philochoros, frag. 30 ; Plut, Theseus, 13, etc.
a The hero of several well-known stories, forming quite a long saga,
Summary in Apollod. i, 9, 4 ; ii, 4, 7, ; iii, 15, 1. (The version that makes
him migrate to Kephallenia (Strabp, ix, 452, etc.) is, of course, pure invention
based on similarity of names.)
* Plut,, loc. cit.	* Thk, ii, 15.

